
 

 

 
Mayor Peterson called the council meeting to order on Monday, July 12, 2023 at 7:00 pm at the Lafayette 
City Council Chambers, 791 Main Avenue, Lafayette.  Present were: Mayor Sandie Peterson, Councilors: Dave 
Reed, Scott Portner, Tom Polich, and Curt Tauber. Also present were: Utility & Maintenance Superintendent Al 
Fox, Clerk/Treasurer Sandy Burger, City Attorney Aaron Walton, Ambulance President Mark Dick and Fire Chief 
Nick Klingler.  
 
Guests present: Doug Hanson – Winthrop Publications, George & Karyl Putnam – 440 Lafayette Avenue, 
Representatives from the Lafayette Area Lions: Joe Maidl, Sandy Hartley, Mark Haler, Tom &Patti Hayes and 
Daniel Hayes. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   

 
Public Forum: Geroge and Karyl Putnam shared concerns of the blight letter they received.   

 
Motioned by Reed and seconded by Tauber to approve the Agenda as presented all ayes, motion carried.  
 

Motioned by Reed and seconded by Polich to approve the Consent Agenda as amended; all ayes, motion 
carried. Included in the consent agenda were: 6/12/2023 council minutes, bills totaling $154,046.04, the 
treasurer’s report including the June bank reconciliation, and payrolls 12, 13 & 14. 

 

Reports:  
Fox: The concrete at the ball park came in over the quote by $425 which was due to the fabric and landscaping 
needed. There was an inquiry of a matching sidewalk replacement program. There was one many years ago, but 
no policy was ever created. WWTF will continue with the monitoring for COVID and the CDC and MDH will begin 
monitoring for over 130 pathogens of concern. Five of 20 tested over the limit for copper, the next sampling will be 
July 31. Garage doors for the fire hall will be installed soon.  
Portner: Shared concerns of weeds and cracks in the streets.  Weeds will be sprayed tomorrow.  
Burger: Updated council on the ramp-bandstand and the paver project.  
Dick: Ambulance is looking for new members. New defibrillator and heart monitor equipment to be purchased. Will 
be at Night to Unite, has not heard from Sheriff about defibrillator for the community center. Possible donation of 
up to $2000 for new tires for the ambulance. 
Klingler: Craft Beer event is coming up, rented porta potties, will attend Night to Unite, shared information of a fire 
truck for sale. Added to new business to discuss later.     

 
Unfinished Business:  
RO Water Project:  The first sampling showed no issues and the system is working well. The next will be 
7/17/2023.  Informed council that he has heard comments that the RO pilot project is ‘making the water saltier’. He 
asked council to “please squash those statements, if you hear them. The RO system does NOT use salt for any 
purpose. It is a membrane filtration system that does not rely on salt to soften the water and currently the RO Pilot 
system is not hooked up to the water supply.” He was asked about corrosion of fixtures from the RO. Fox reported 
that an RO system is mandated to use anti-corrosion control and that is all part of the project.  State bonding bill 
2024 application was submitted and it is at the final EPA review. 

 
Ord. 144 Adopt Ord. Amending the Zoning Code: After no discussion, Reed motioned to approve the first 
reading and to set the public hearing for the August 14 council meeting, seconded by Polich; all ayes, 
motion carried.  
 
Water and Sewer Ordinance Review: Was briefly discussed and Fox asked council to look over the application 
he created and let him know if any changes are needed. We will continue to work on the billing and payment 
process to be sure it is brought up to date with online options, etc. It will be presented at a later date.    
 
Emergency Management: The discussion of the generator purchase using the ARPA funds continued from last 
month. After much discussion Tauber motioned to move forward to purchase the generator for the fire 
building, Portner seconded it. With further discussions Mayor Peterson asked if there was an emergency the fire 
department and ambulance would be operating out of there - would there be room for city staff to deal with 
emergency issues and not get in the way? Tauber felt the community center would be a better option than the city 
due to the kitchen availability for serving meals. Polich felt the fire hall was #1 priority, the city second, and 
Community Center third. After discussion continued, and the motion was on the floor and seconded, a vote was 
taken, Tauber, Portner and Polich aye for purchasing the generator now for the fire hall. Reed and Peterson 



 

 

voted nay; the motion passed. Mayor Peterson asked council if not the generator come up with what you feel 
how the remaining ARPA funds should be used.  

 
New Business:  

 

Resolution 2023- 10 July Donations: Donations totaled $16,289.00, of which $1200.00 from the Lions to the 
Lafayette Band, $89.00 from the FillMeUp donations bucket for the mini park project, and $15,000 from the Lions 
for the playground equipment. Motioned by Polich and seconded by Portner to approve Resolution 2023-10 
July donations; all ayes, motion carried.  
 
Fire SOG: The update was tabled until clarification. It will be on the August agenda 
 

Permits: Zone 2023-07 – W. Woller shed at 951 Pioneer Motioned by Reed, seconded by Portner to approve 

Zone 2023-07 – W. Woller shed at 951 Pioneer; all ayes, motion carried.  

 
Fire Truck: Klinger presented council with an opportunity to purchase a used fire truck, it is a 1996 Spartan 
Diamond it was last used by the City of Rogers and was in commission and certified through 2021, since  then it 
was purchased and used in parades. This would replace the city pumper. Fox had contacted EAM and they 
serviced the vehicle while it was in commission and it was well maintained. After much discussion the consensus 
was to send Fox with possibly D Anderson and D Hoffmann to go to Hugo and look at this vehicle. Reed motioned 
that if everything checks out with the fire engine and it is within the budget, that they should purchase it. The motion 
was seconded by Polich. Ayes were Polich, Reed, Peterson and Tauber; Portner voted nay.   

 
Motioned by Reed and seconded by Portner to adjourn the meeting at 8:14 pm; all ayes, motion carried. 
The next Council meeting will be held on Monday August 14, 2023 at 7:00pm at the Lafayette Council Chambers, 
791 Main Avenue, Lafayette. Monday, August 21 will be a budget workshop at 7pm in the council chambers.  
 
 
________________________                                           __________________________________ 
Sandie Peterson –  Mayor                            Sandy Burger – City Clerk- Treasurer  
 
 


