
Mayor Sandie Peterson called the council meeting to order on Thursday, May 5, 2022 at 7:00pm at the Lafayette Council Chambers, 791 Main Avenue, Lafayette.  Present were: Mayor Sandie Peterson, Councilors: Dave Reed, Scott Portner, Tom Polich, and Curt Tauber. Also present were: Utility & Maintenance Superintendent Al Fox, Clerk/Treasurer Sandy Burger, City Attorney Aaron Walton and Fire Chief Nick Klingler. Ambulance President Mark Dick was absent.
Guests present: Doug Hanson – Winthrop Publications and Cassandra Postel – Lafayette Ledger
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

Motioned by Portner and seconded by Polich to approve the Agenda as presented; all ayes, motion carried
Motioned by Polich and seconded by Reed to approve the Consent Agenda as amended; all ayes, motion carried. Included in the consent agenda were: 4/7/2022 minutes and City Fire Agreement Workshop recap and bills totaling $103,606.47
Reports: 
Fox: There was a small delay with the State inspector for the pop shack sewer line approval, which is being completed. The Park & Recreation head, Kayla Campbell, asked about using the city’s John Deere to drag the fields. After much discussion the consensus was to not allow it due to liability issues. Polich suggested this would be the type of thing to be laid out in the agreement between the P& R and the City, once they become a 501-C3 entity, to which Walton replied that they may have that status by next month. Fox reported to the sheriff a vehicle inappropriately using the park access road alongside 9th Street during the recent rain, once it dried there was no damage. WWTF was able to be temporarily repaired with parts saved, it will be 6 to 10 weeks for the custom parts to be completed at a cost of about $1500 to 2000, not installed. This will also be turned into the insurance company, who have already visited the site. 
Klingler: Has a trained firefighter from another town, who works in Lafayette willing to join the department. Due to the difficulty to find day firefighters, the Fire department is changing its bi-laws to allow people working in town to be allowed to join. Klingler will let him know to contact the city clerk for the employment paperwork. There was a motion by Reed and seconded by Tauber to approve the hiring of Lucas Messner; all ayes, motion carried. He will connect with Rural for turnout gear. He inquired about the essential worker’s pay; Burger will share the information once the State has released it. What is known so far is that, once the application is available, businesses have 15 days to notify employees and employees have 45 days to apply. 
Burger:  The county commissioners have the Resolution Authorizing Tax Forfeited Land to the City of Lafayette on the May 10th agenda. She has had a few inquiries for the Revolving Loan program. After research for the current median income for Lafayette she found $73,750 for household and $34,375 for individuals. The program allows pre-qualification for 80% or less of the median income, or $59,000 for household and $27,500 for individual. Both inquires were over that threshold. She stated there is $51,832 remaining in the program to be expended out to new mortgages. 
Portner: P&R met and shared that there are 77 players registered for youth summer ball. They are still looking for some coaches. Recently attended a Fire Regional meeting and shared information.  
Tauber: Will take ambulance skills test 5/9 and then the National Registry following. 

Unfinished Business: 
RO Water Project: Lornic, LLC, has decided not to follow through with the land purchase. Fox discussed with the engineers and option B will be the focus of the project. Submittals are still within the scope of the project. MPCA came in lower scoring that anticipated for the PPL listing, MDH PPL scoring will be completed soon. The Congressional Direct Spending request for $1,000,000 was submitted and on 5/4 information was requested to move it to the house subcommittee. 
New Business: 

Personnel Policy Workshop:  Date set for Tuesday, May 17th at 7 pm in the council chambers
Fire Protection Agreement: Motioned by Polich and seconded by Tauber to approve the Fire Protection Agreement between the City of Lafayette and The Lafayette Fire Protective Association; all ayes, motion carried. 

Zoning Permits: Portner motioned to approve permit LAF – 2022 – 03 Matt Hagberg to remove the existing house and build a new house, seconded by Tauber; all ayes, motion carried. 

Portner motioned to approve permit LAF – 2022 – 04 Bill Dunham, to build a fence around the yard and to extend the driveway access, seconded by Tauber; all ayes, motion carried. 

May Donations:  Motioned by Portner and seconded by Polich to approve Resolution 2022-09– A Resolution Accepting Donations to the City of Lafayette, all ayes, motion carried. 
FYI: Peterson recapped the mini park committee meeting and council reviewed the first draft for the park  plan, with the Veteran’s Memorial area, to which the Legion is in charge. The next Mini Park meeting, Monday, May 9, 2022 at 6:30, community center. 
Motioned by Portner and seconded by Polich to adjourn the meeting at 8:04 pm; all ayes, motion carried. The next council meeting will be held on Monday, June 13, 2022 at the Lafayette Council Chambers, 791 Main Avenue, Lafayette. Council will first meet for a blight tour and then the council meeting will start at 7:00 pm
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Sandie Peterson –  Mayor

                           Sandy Burger – City Clerk- Treasurer 


