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February 2026

2 —Fire Meeting — 7:30pm Fire Hall
6 — Meat BINGO (Park & Rec) — 7pm Fire Hall
9 - City Council = 7pm Council Chambers

10 — Lions Meeting — 6:45pm Community Center

16 — Presidents’ Day — Office Closed
17 — Legion Post #300 — 6:30pm Community Center

23 — Ambulance Meeting —

March 2026

7pm Fire Hall

2 —Fire Meeting — 7:30pm Fire Hall
9 - City Council = 7pm Council Chambers

10 — Lions Meeting — 6:45pm Community Center

17 — Legion Post #300 — 6:30pm Community Center

23 — Ambulance Meeting —

7pm Fire Hall

23-27 — Office Closed (Clerk at Conference)
*UTILITY PAYMENTS are still due March 25, 2026 - the
drop box and mail WILL be checked while is Clerk out*

Other City Information:

Recycling Dates: February 12 & 26. March 12 & 26.
String Lights: Recycle holiday string lights and extension cords
year-round; drop them at the office during office hours.
Bookmobile Dates: Winter hours are 10:30 to 11:00 am.
Winter/Spring dates: February 5 & 19; March 5 & 19. No card,
no problem — bring a photo ID and register for a Library card!
Register your cat and dog. Reminder that all cats and dogs

need to be registered with the city —now $8 per pet. If you have
updated vaccination records, drop them off when you take your

pet to the vet!
Citywide Garage sales:

Garage Sale season

is soon

approaching: The spring citywide garage sale date is May 9%
(with citywide cleanup the following Saturday) Reminder that
the community center will be available for those who do not

have a place to hold a sale. The fall date is October 10 — but note
that the community center was booked for a three-day event

and NOT available for garage sales for the FALL citywide.
Compost: CLOSED FOR THE SEASON.
Tree Trimming: Trim your trees to 13-feet over streets and 9-

feet over sidewalks.
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UPDATED GARBAGE RATES:

There was an error on the green 2026 Recycling Schedule and Rates
you received with your December utility bill. Bag Service Base Fee did
NOT increase this year, but the bag tags price did increase; a strip of
five tags is now $14.95.

The actual rates for garbage service for 2026 are as follows:

Garbage Service
each bag $ 299
Bag Service Base Fee $ 648
1 Bag Tag (incl tax) $ 947
2 Bag Tags (incl tax) $ 12.46
3 Bag Tags (incl tax) $ 15.45

Xcel Energy: What to Expect This Month:

The substation on the southwest side of town has been staked out. The
part of the project of replacing poles and lines will soon begin working
westward. Work has been slowed recently due to the cold snap, but still
planning to wrap up late spring or early summer. There’s a lot of work to
do and many variables at play.

Winter Reminders:

Winter Parking: Is in effect from November 15 through April 30, no
vehicle can be parked on the street in excess of 24 hours. Those
residents or businesses in a designated “no parking zone” have
received letters. Snow removal: The city will start snow removal within
24 hours of a snow event (2 inches or more, unless the wind conditions
prompt an event.) If you know it is going to snow, move your vehicle off
the street. If you see the plows out and you are parked on the street -
move your vehicle to a plowed area. The city will do a final cleanup
after an event. Some events are continuous due to drifting or
continued snow. The city could have a vehicle towed if not moved. Per
State Statute 169.42, you cannot plow, dump, blow, or shovel snow
into any roadway. Hydrants, etc.: If you have a hydrant in your
neighborhood, please help to keep it cleared. It not only protects the
property on which it is located, but the entire neighborhood. Do not
park in front of driveways or mailboxes.

Thanks for the Memories!!

As we change our calendars to February, | will be winding down my
time with the city as the city clerk.

| have enjoyed meeting new residents, and wishing some well when
they move. Being a city clerk is not always a walk in the park, but the
relationships with community members, with everyone related to my
position and the fellow clerks that | have met during years of
conferences and trainings will continue and for the most part been a
blessing.

Dave and | are not leaving the community and | will continue to be
involved with church, study club and the garden club and you will still
see me working in my gardens, and garage sales with our storage locker
finds, but you may not see me as much in the summer being we bought
a camper on a seasonal spot!

These past few months | have been working closely with Cori Reinhart,
giving her the basics of day-to-day operations and all of the tons of
other tasks, reports, filings, and such, that she will need to know
moving forward. She will be a great asset to our community and wish
her the best as she settles into the position flying solo!

See you around!

Sandy



Fire Relief Annual Ham Dinner:

Save the Date! Sunday March 22, 2026 will be the Fire Relief’s
annual Ham Dinner. Make plans to bring your family to a
delicious meal and to connect with others from the
community and surrounding area!

Park & Recreation Meat Bingo:

Friday, February 6, 2026 is the Park and Recreations Meat
Bingo. Doors open at 6pm ALL ages are welcome! It will start
at 7pm, with 40 Games for $20, per card, plus 50-50 raffle and
more!

There will be a free will donation for food and snacks
available. BBQs, pulled pork, hot dogs, chips, cookies pop and
waters. Popcorn will be available after game 20.

Proceeds will go to the Fence Project.

Lafayette Area Lions: Check out Thursday night meat raffle
weekly and horseracing every other week, Bingo every
Saturday. https://www.facebook.com/Lafayette-Area-Lions-
1815080668713552. The Lions are making donations to the city
to pay the equipment bond payments for the playground. They
are doing fundraising and using gambling proceeds to make
these donations. Help them by participating in the Lions events
or making a donation to the Lions directly for this project — see
Taylor at the bank, if you wish to donate directly to the Lions.
Lafayette Parks & Recreation: Summer Ball registration
opens Monday February 2! Register for summer ball at
BINGO! Fundraising continues for the new fences at the ball
parks, watch for details here, on their Facebook and website.
**Recycle your cans in the trailer at the C-Store.
http://lafayetteparkandre.wixsite.com/minn
https://www.facebook.com/people/Lafayette-Park-and-
Recreation/61556096219153/.

Legion Post #300: Paver orders are ongoing. Reach out to
the Legion or stop into the city office for an order form.
https://www.facebook.com/LafMNAmMLeg300

Lafayette Study Club: This is our local book club and has been
around for over 100 years! As written in the 2000 centennial
book, it was first started in 1920, and most members were also
part of the W.C.T.U (Women’s Christian Temperance Union). It
has come a long way, and much more relaxed! Contact a
member if interested in learning more!

Council Briefs:

12/29/2025 Special Council Meeting — Guests: Nick Klingler —
Fire Chief, Resident Jessica Tauber.

Approved: Resolution 2025-32 EOY Moves and the History
Cabinet for the office interest.

Utility Rates: Much discussion; Burger reminded Council that
we have assessments of approximately half the annual bond
payment of over $88,000 only until 2032, then water and sewer
rates will need to cover 100% after that until 2052. VanDeest,
Hartley, and Tauber were concerned about some residents’
ability to pay the increased rates as proposed; Polich and Reed
were concerned that if rates aren’t increased sufficiently now
to sustain the enterprise (water & sewer) funds and begin
saving for future bond payments, then the rates may need to
be increased even more in the future. Council consensus that
rates need to be addressed more often, every year or every-
other year until there is a good fund balance for both utilities.
Tauber, Hartley, and VanDeest in favor, Polich and Reed
opposed. Motion approved by majority.

Council Briefs (continued):

Approve Non-General Fund 2026 Budget: After rates were
decided, the remainder of the 2026 budget was approved with
adjustments to the water and sewer rates; Tauber, Hartley, and
VanDeest in favor, Polich and Reed opposed.

01/12/2026 Regular Council Meeting — Guests: Nick Klingler — Fire
Chief, Doug Hanson — Winthrop News, Residents — Jessica Tauber
and Brennan Moldan

*Due to Andrew Hartley attending via Teams, all motions were
approved by roll call.

Approved: Agenda and Consent Agenda including 12/8 minutes
and 12/29 special meeting minutes. Bills totaling $337,755.61,
receipts totaling $220,651.49. Treasurer’s report including bank
reconciliation for December, 2025 payrolls 25 & 26, annual PTO
payout, and 2026 payroll 1. Donations Resolution 2026-03 — Lions
$7,000 for playground equipment bond, $100 from Deborah Grant
to Lafayette Ambulance, $821.91 anonymous donation to
Lafayette Ambulance, $946.59 anonymous donation to general
fund for employee clothing. 2025-26 sump waiver for one
property. Reports: Reed: Attended Ambulance commission
meeting on 12/22; reported officers as elected and pay rate
increases approved. Tauber: Shared there was a pile of cardboard
in front of City Hall that may have blown in from a recycling cart; it
was cleaned up. Klingler: New fire reporting system went live Jan.
1. Ham Dinner is March 22. Polar Plunge is Feb. 7 —anyone
interested in joining should contact Klingler. Ambulance Steak Fry
regularly held in February will not be taking place this year; it may
be scheduled for a future date. Fox: Submitted reports. Staff
adding to ice rink as temps fluctuate. Staff to attend upcoming
information and training sessions. Burger: Submitted report.
County Commissioners plan to prepare a memorandum of
understanding to work with the City regarding temporary
cannabis events.

Unfinished Business: RO Project: BABA (Buy American Build

American) Waiver was approved. STREAMS: Things continue to

progress. Approved Ordinance 156 Amending Ordinance 151,
Zoning Code Regarding Cannabis Businesses, Resolution 2026-01
Annual Appointments, Resolution 2026-04 Authorized Signers,
2026 Council Meeting Schedule, Utility Assistant: approved for
Moldan to attend meetings in training capacity beginning in
February, and Certification of Approval: of a lot combination for
tax purposed. Approved with VanDeest abstained. Resolution
2026-02 Civic Appointments tabled to the February meeting.
Discussion as to duty descriptions of civic appointments; all council
to send proposed revisions to Clerk prior to Feb. meeting. Park &
Recreation Fencing Project Discussion: Altmann contacted Tauber
about how many bids are required for fencing project. Attorney
Walton confirmed that projects costing $25,000 - $175,000 require
minimum of two quotes/bids. Altmann asked how much from
125t Celebration will go to fencing and inquired about possibility
of Park & Recreation taking on park responsibilities. Consensus to
hold workshop with Park & Recreation. Tauber will work to
schedule.

The next council meeting will be held Monday February 9, 2026,
at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers 791 Main Avenue.

A full copy of the January 12 minutes will be available after they are
approved at the February 9, 2026 meeting.



